Thanks for booking holiday
at Casa Marginetta

We hope you have a lovely holiday in Tuscany! We have put together this information
pack to help you enjoy your stay. It includes information on local restaurants, itineraries
and interesting plac es to visit. We hope you find it useful.

If you would like to see other information in this pack that you think would be of
interest , please let us know and we @l do our best to find out.

Your Information Pack

Welcome to Tuscany!
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Local Shops & Facilities

Chemist 1

(Farmacia): Piegaio
Opens MondaBatuday 08:3012:30 and 15:309:30
A notice is displayed showing the duty chemist for egearcies.

Note:

Aspirin and Paracetamol arenly available from chemists. You wbn
find them in the supermarket. They are also ridiculously expensi|
Take some with you instead. Paracetamol for childsanilar to Calpol
is widely availablerdm chemiss and is calleddTichiapirind o
pronouncedoTikiapirina.

Baby milk isalso fairly expensive in Italy. Some of the bigc s 7]
supermarkets stock it, but it is mostly available from chemists, who
have ready made cartons of baby milk that may be ugefolu run out
while out and about.

Post Office

(Posta): Piegaio (opens Mond&aturday 08:1:80:30) Closed Sunday:
and afternoons. Longer opening hours are available at the post offic
Diecimo.

Stampsare stocked locally by the post office.

Gereral Store

(Alimentari): Piegaio

Lots of fresh produce and a warm welcome await you at the gene
store. Conveniently, mtchesand cigarettesare also stocked.Although -
some barglo sell them, elsewheréhese areusuallyonly available from

licensedobacconists where you will see a largé@outside

Note food shops often close Wednesday afternoons. Other shops cl
half day or all day Mondays.

. — 0o L

Butcher
(Macelleria): Piegaio
Your friendly butcher will be pleased to serve you with deliciouslyHre

cuts of meat that willdnelt in your mout® So much nicer than the/ }
tasteless polystyrenpackaged stuff back home!
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guests prefer to drink afa Font@or at the @lu Babin Piegaio. All are
easy walking distance.

(Benzinaio): Q8 in Diecimqg Esselungain Marlia.

(Banco / bancomatfassa di Risparmio di Lucd®escaglia or Diecimo.
There are also handy cash dispensers near P&tarket and in the Esselunga complex.

Penny Market in Borgo a Mozzano

Esselungain Marlia.

E. Leclercin Gallicano

Carrefour in Lucca

Large supermarkets open all day usually from @®pm. Smaller local shops open around 9am, close
for lunchat 12.30/1pm and re@pen between 3.3@ 5pm (depends on location and the shop)

o/ |
il Computer in Diecimo. .'WSJ.L

Hrl i " Via S.Quasimodo, 11

A friendly place to log In and send an ==lll Tal, 0583-838900 Fax 0583 838002
. . ™ -, x -
receive emails. Why not send a few snaps |gg

. www.ilcomputersrl.it
friends or post them on Facebook? .-l . info@ilcomputersrl.it

Bars and cake shops are often open on Sunday morning, but generally Sunday opening has only just
started here. TheE. Leclerchypermarket in Gallicano opens all day and Benny Market in Borgo

a Mozzano opens except at lunchtime, but all other shop$ydiireg other hypermarkets, are normally
closed. The exception would be busy tourist locations like Pisa, Florence etc.

General Emergency 113 International Operator enquiries 176
Medical Emergency/Ambulance 118 Operator 170
Polce (Carabinieri) 112 Directory Enquiries 12
Fire 115

Taxis are not cheap in Italy and wheneymrssible you should agree the fare before gettingTime

taxi driverslisted aboveare based in or near Bagni di Lucca. We have not managed to find any nearer.
Please bear in mind that for obvious reasons drivers will charge to come to Convalle to pickiyo

and that vhen you telephone, the person who answers may not speak English.
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Healthcare
The European Health Insurance Card (EHIC)

FURDPEAN HEACTW INSURAMCE CHID F L

| R Since 1 January 2006he European Health Insurance Card
oo (EHIC)replaces the E111. Everyone must have their own card.

W

B LG MNIPORSTUVNO Y ZABCDR FUNLKIMN

DO G NP OE UV ZASCOL Y GHI This card can be used to cover any necessary medical
Mdrdooe ~oE RS S . . . -

treatment due to either an accident or illness within the
European Economic Area (EEA).

ey
$EMSETRROL 2450
ae s v B

The EHICentitles the holder to statgprovided medical treatment within the country they are visiting
and theservice provided will be the same as received by a person covered by the country's 'insured’
medical scheme.

Whilst this is not a substitute for full medical insurance, it can ensure that you receive prompt
treatment and often avoids the need to pay arcess when claiming on your insurance.

I f you havenét done so already, we suggest that
possible.

How to apply

At the Post Office® - Takes 21 Days

You can collect an application form and post it yaifsor you can use the Post Office® Check &
Send service, where they will check the application form and post the form off for you. This service
offers the convenience, ease and reassurance that the form is completed correctly and the charge is
£2 per appkation form. Your application should be processed within 21 days.

By Telephone - Takes 10 Days
You can telephone the NHSBSA EHIC Application Line on 0845 606 2030. Your application should be
processed within 10 days.

Online - Takes 7 Days

A quick, eag and freeNHSBSAservice All informationis sentelectronically and your application will

be processed in the fastest possible manner. You will not have to obtain and send a postal application
or apply by telephone. Your application st be processed within 7 days.

Leisure or busiess- using your EHIC in Italy

Your European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) will enable you to accesspstateled healthcare at a
reduced cost or sometimes free. Will cover you for treatment that is needed in order to allow you
to continue your stay until your planned return. It also covers you for treatment of-gxisting
medical conditions and for routine maternity care provided the reason for your visit ispetifically
to give birth.

How to claim refunds

Reimbursements are claimed from the local ASL offices in Italy.

If you have had to pay for the cost of your care and have been unable to claim a refund during your
stay in Italy you should contact DWP Mieal Benefits on 0191 218 1999 (Mondakriday, 8am

5pm) on your return to the UK. However, this process will take longer than claiming for a refund in
Italy.
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You will be treated on the same basis as an Italian resident. Rememlzec h country&8s health

is different and might not include all the things you would expect to get free of charge from the NHS.
This may mean that you have to make a patient contribution to the cost of your care.

It is important that you ensure youra treated by a state healthcare provider as you will not be
covered for private healthcare. You should be particularly careful if the healthcare arrangements have
been made by hotel or travel representative.

The local health authorities 'Azienda Unita Sanitaria Locale’, or ASL, should be able to provide
information. Contact the office when you arrive in Italy. Contact details are generally available from
telephone directories, the hotel reception, pharmaciedaral newspapers.

You can also contact the Italian Ministry of Health for general inquiries before leaving the UK.

Ministero della salute

Via Giorgio Ribotta 5
00144 - Roma

Telephone: 0039 06 5994 1

In case you find yourself in amergency during your stay in Italy, dial 118. You might want to save
the number in your phone.

You should consult a doctor that is registered with the Italian national health service, (Servizio
Sanitario Nazionald SSN) as their services are normally free.

Surgeries are open from Monday to Friday. Opening times can vary. Usually surgeries are open at
weekends and on weekdays between 8pm and 8&gou should have to pay any charges, keep the
original receipts andpply atthe local ASL for aefundif one is due

Important Note: We do not know if the following local doctors are registered with the SSN or not.
You will have to check this before using their services.

Via | Maggio 16, 55023 Borgo a Mozzano, Lucca. Distance: 13.1 km - 15 mins

Piazza Ponte Serragiio, 55022 Bagni di Lucca, Lucca Distance: 18.4 km - 23 mins

Most dentists operate on a private basis. In order to receive sgatevided health care, you should
seek a SSN operated hospital or visit an ASL managatthhcentre that can providdentists.The
dentist detailed below is, we believe, a private practitioner.
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=]
Via Romana est 137, locdita "La pineta’, Porcari, Lucca Distance: 29.8 km - 38 mins
info@ santaapolloniait www.santaapollonia.it

The Santa Apollon ia clinic offers a weltrained and
multidisciplined dental team who are pleased to offer you
the benefit of their professional and friendly service.

In addition to academic qualificationtheir practitioners
have also benefited from the completion of any

Santa Apollonia speciabed courses attnded both in Italy and abroad
-’

They alsooffer training courses for other dersts.

Last, but not least, theitechnologically advanced equipmemtablesthem to offer the most upto-
date clinical and meestheticproceduresresulting inthe maximumdegree ofpatientcomfort andthe
minimum periodoossiblefor each treatment

The ASL can supply a list of SSN hospitals or private hospitals that operate under the state scheme.
Charges for ambulance travel onedications prescribed in hospitals will vary depending on where in
Italy you are receiving treatment. If you cannot contact the ASL in advance, show your EHIC on
admission and ask the hospital administration to contact them.

You will needto present your prescription and EHIC at the pharmacy. Generally, medicines are free
of charge, however, some might be charged with a standard;refumdable fee. Medicines bought
over the counter are norrefundable.

Emergency services argalable and called Guardia Medica. It may be necessary to pay a proportion
of the cost of ambulance travel.

No information available

The most common treatments or conditions that require advash@rangements are listed below.
For all other conditions or treatments, you should consult your doctor. Remember, for all treatments
abroad you must present your EHIC.

You need to speak to the cordinator in your UK Dialysis Unit who will comtct the dialysis unit in
Italy nearest to where you will be staying. The provision of dialysis will be subject to availability in
Italy.
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Although it can feel like ydie driving on a formula 1 racetrack at times, the roads in Tuscany are
generdly very good. The region has a well maintained network of motorways, which will get you to
your destination quicklyand when youe not in a hurry you cantake more picturesque roads to
explore the beadful Tuscan countrysidé our favourite being thes222 from Florence to Siena

In Italy everyonedrives on the right hand side of the road and steering wheels are fitted on the left
side of the carSeat belts must be worand lights must be on at all times when driving out of the
towns and cities this meanson all localroads highwag andmotorways.

Drinks 18 units: Drinks 6 units

el % litre wine Italy is trying hard to clamp down on drirdkiving
and as always the advicenist to drink alcohol at
% all if you intend to driveln Italy he blood alcohol
T limit has recently been reduced ©05% which is
s 11‘;“ practically half the UK/US figure of 0.08%.
£ 104 Please bear in mind that if you drinkt@@mein the
L 84 evening you arenuch more likely to be over the
“'3 oy /1 limit the followingmorning than you would be in
B A Ao ke ok the UK/US.A litre of typical Italian wine contains
S 24 for women \\ 12 units and ech unit of alcohol takesbout an
i S O T hour to leave the body
8pm10 12 2 4 6 8 1012 2 4 6 8 10 12
midnight noon
; Time

Some other important things you should be aware of:

A Motorcyclists mustalwayswear crash helmetevenwhenriding scooters, mopeds etc.

A Non-residents are subject thefty @n the spd finesj for example:

A Speeihg40km/h more than permittedi1,400.

A Driving closer than the minimum safe stopping distance behind the vehfclein nt 0 3 5 0

Theoretically you require an International Drivers licence to rent a car in Italy, The International
Driving Permit (IDP) is an official trantibn of your drive license and Italy, by law, requires that
you have an IDP. However, in practice you can make a rental with a standard valid driving license.

You will find most of thenternational car rental companies and many local compatiB& Airport.

Generally, you will always get a better price if you book in advance and internet bookings are
probably the most competitively priceilVe preferto use Hertz booked via theRyanairweb site for
excellent value and consistently reliable quality vehicles.

Regardless of which company you use, make sure you understartdsaihaluded in the price you
pay and what your liabilities are. Minimum age to rent a car is 21 or 25 if you hire with some
international companies

If you decide to bring your own car, we recommend joining one of the main mogooirganisations,
such asThe AA. Theirwebsite has useful advice and tips when driving in various European countries.

They also offerEuropean Breakdown Covegiving roadside assistance/emergency repair, 24 hr
English speaking helpline, emergency car hire and accommodatiail @na great saving if you buy it
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online. They also have route planners, maps, guidelseamen emergency breakdown kits. These
resources should get you to Casa Marginetta, safe and soaady for a relaxing holiday.

The motorways 6 Autostradas & can be a quick way to get around and for sormips theyie
essential if you want tget to your destination without the journey taking forever! This is because in
Tuscany the motorways cross bridges and cut through mountathgreas the ordinary roads
meander left and right, up and over every breathtaking pealkdama into each beautifwalleyJ

However, thereis somethingitally important that you should knovwas you enter the motorway
i |~
A Alwaysgothrougha ticket lane and take a ticket g

A Never gothroughalane which has th&elepassymbol ﬂ unless it also has the tickeymbol.

Why? Well the fact is that once you enter the motorway system you can travel throughout Italy. So
the ticket is your only proof of entry point.

%0 NIRRT ko falha i fostara stazioee U
23 [ ANt &) A |
re |l pedagyin e

TR
1e010 3 BV

If you have no ticket then for obvious reasons you will be charged from the furthest entry point on
the entire netwok. This is somewhere in theouth of Italy and will cost you a packe®ne of our
guests made this mistake a few ykRBexarfulago it cost hi
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Parking

Parking inTuscanyis fairly easy except in big towns édugities Somemore tourist-oriented oneshave
large, car parksjust outside the historic cemes but elsewhere tseet parking is orgased and
designated witlsigns.

A word to the wise thoughdon@ be tempted to randomly park
in the street just becase other cars are already parked there.
Several unfortunate guests have received penalty tickets h
parking just outside the Lucd@wallinstead of driving in through (4
one of the arches and parking in a designated area.

SRy

TR
parcheg

gio 18 (=D
-E' 2% %

What® happening is that some liems who work in Lucca cén
or wond pay to park all day and the police turn a blind eye t
this. However, rental cars are easy to spot and they ticket the
straight away so that tourists quickly learn the hard way!

If you do get a parking ticket, isiworth knowing that you can
pay the fine at any post office. If you dbpay the fine, rest
assured your credit card will get billed by the rental company
due course along with a heftigandling fe@

The parcheggio signtells you that there is a off-street parking
areato the right which accepts cars and vans. T$ign with the
blue P symbds indicates that paid street parking is also availal
for cars only Thered circle signindicatesthat lorries, vansand
carstowing caravansannot go straigt ahead

Free ParkingWhite Lines

In many towns, white lines mark free parkibgyson the street but
they may be limited by time. The closest parking sign will tell you if
you must set your parking disc to show the time that you arrivied
ora di arrivo.

DISCO ORARIO

When you rent a car in ltaly, it may already have a parking disc. If
not, you can purchase one at a Tobanogi or petrol station. Ask
for adisco orario. They are not expensive.

This is the typical parking disc that you buy in Italy. It is maole fr
light cardboard and measure® By 60. After parking the car, spin
ORA DI ARRIVO the wheel so that the arrow points to the current time and place it
inside your car on top of the dashboard so itrcée seen by the
parking policeln this picture the parking disc igtsto 1pm = 13:00
on the 24 hour clock

This photo showsa white line parking space on the street iy
Monterchi. This parkinpaywas free.

Notice how small thespaceis. We rented a compact car (not the
smallest size, the next one up), a Volkswagenf.Gbhis is small
enough to park easily yet big enough for the high speeds on
Autostrada.

Note: When parking in larger cities, like Florence, white lines can
for residents only. Check for signs when you park.
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This parking sign says you can parkg6 minutes, Monday through
Saturday, but you must display your parking disc yu cannot
park here on Saturdafrom 7:00am to 3:00pnbecause it is market
day andyou will be towedaway if you do!

Note: Crossed hammers on a sign indicates these fettms do
not apply on Sundays and public holidays.

Pay ParkingCar Parks

The larger towns have large pa
car parks Siena has one near the
Fortezza. Arezzo has one jus
outside the town walls. They are
all different. Usually you get a
ticket from a machine or a personggs
as you enter. Then, when you arggsss
ready to leave, you take the ticket to a booth (on foot) and pag
You either pay a person or a machine. You get your ticket ba
and, when you drive out, you insert it into a machine which thé
opers the gate.

The worst thing is if you insert the card into the machine and t
gate doesii open and some attendant speaks to you in Italig
through the speaker on the machine and you dd&mow what they are saying.

But, either you figure it out or evatually someone comes out and does it for you.

Hint: Try putting the card in a different way

Pay Parkingfhe Parking Scratch Card

COMUNE DI VITERBSO

w A3 rAtiaTLoS PYEPILSts

Z mno‘ ORA 7i%°

Covmars 8 Vs 0 i1 4008 S

DA ESPORRE SUL CRUSCOTTO

Protts & cosolie reliTen 4T NG TURR, BERING, DR
o Pt d At QD OF EVpor ) VD o ate
e dela T3

AX MOCALITA OF UTRIZZO SONO BEACATE SO, TR

© 2008

This way of paying for your parking wins our award for the most
confusing and time consuming. It was so interesting, Ithat only
kept our ticket, but scanned it for you to look at.

You buy one card for each hour you want to park. Then you scratch
off the date and the time. If you are staying for longer than one
hour, you have to prepare cards for each hour and make ezcd
good for consecutive time periods. This was quite a bit of
scratching. My fawmite part is that you even have to scratch off the
yearJ

Instructions on the back are in Italian, English, French, and German.
Upon your arrival in the parking area:

1. Using a coin or a key, scratch the imprinted area on the ticket
relevant to the year, month, day, hour and minuteyotir arrival.

2. Expose the ticket on the c@ dashboard: this allowgu to park
for the period of time as indicated on the ticl&tfront side.

If only they could figureut some way that this was also a lottery
ticket! That would make it more fud

www.CasaMarginetta.com Pagell


http://www.casamarginetta.com/

Pay ParkingBlue Lines

In most regions, blue linedenote paid parking.This photo
showsa dblue ling parking space on the street inrédzzo.

You might have to buy a timed ticket from a machine. One
machine sometimes serves several parking spots, so it may not
be as close byas youl expect Look for a white P in a blue
square.

Just to make matters even more confusing, sometigesneed
to purchase the tickeat a nearby store instead of at a machine.
Look on the parking sigd it will usuallyoffer you a hink

A chart on the machine tells you how much it cost
per hour. If youde really lucky you may find a
machine which takes crddcards and/or banknotes,
but most take only coinsso keep plenty of them in
the car for this purpose.

Put enoughmoneyin the machine for the time you
want andwhen you press the appropriate buttoa
receipt is printed with the time you can park until
Change is rarely givenPut the receipt on the !
dashboard of your car S I
¥ AL ° .0
If someoneoffers to help you park, first check that it
they are genuine anthere is no pay machine. We
were totally scammed in Florence at the Piazza Pia
abouthalfamile eastof the Ponte Vecchia

We drove into a car park just happy that we had
survived theinner-city traffic, and thisoniced man
guided us into a space. He asked if we wanted to stay all day. Wéyssmdleaseé.

He asked for20, which we thought waa bit steep but decided it was worth it not to have to keep
looking for a space. He gave us a ticket that <82, and we put it on the dashboaréiowever,
when we arrived back at the car, weadreceiveda i 3 parking ticketL

To add insult to injury, we then foundK out that

If this happens to you thetook for a machineand if you see one thesayono6 to the dhelpful
attendan®! You could also look at other car dashboards to sekawticket they are displaying.

Alternatively,why not take the train like we now do to save all the bother of driving andkpay ir
Florence?
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TRENITALIA

Trains

Let the train take the strain!

Large towns and cities can be extremely busy and city centresai€thorence are often closed off to
traffic altogether on selected days, especially in the summer. If you would rather avoid these problems
and have a stress free visit, why not take the train?

The nearest station to Casa Marginetta is DiecifPescaglia

Either go from DiecimePescaglia for services direct to Lucca and Pisa, or change atdnatoa Pisa
for Florence and beyond.imetables are displayed in the station and on platforms for local routes.

If you are going to Florence and have a gan should also considedriving via Marlia to Altopascio,
where you carpark at the station free of charge and get straight on the Floresawice.

Italian railways are cheap when compared to the UK and they have a simple philasaphyares

for honest passengers ankigh penalties for cheats! The idea is that y@lihave to be a complete
idiot to even attempt to beat the system. However, this approach can leave a few pitfalls for
foreigners, if you do@know the rules

What you should know

Dond even THINK of getting on a train without a ticket! You may end up paying ten times as much,
possiblywith the added enjoyment of a nice trip in a police dayou card pay up on the spotJ

LTS ) i
”_. Tickets are generally sold undated and lItalians oft
g Su= buy themdn bulkéfor use over several daysveeks or
. even months!
Tommbe Fuagsctrate

- 5@ Before boarding the train, dd@nforget to stamp your
ticket in the yellow machine.

27

ot If you dorii you may get a heavy fine, becaubés is

'«;—"-— almost as bad an offence as not buying a tichée
. finewi | | set you b @bridusly,aan

“weic2oneo o unstamped ticket could theoretically be used mor

“ than once, so this is why they are so hot on it.

Do remember that if you forgeto stamp your ticketand have got on
the train before you realiseseek out aicket inspector before they find
you and explai the fine is about half that way, and they may even let you off with a caution.

Breaks of journey are permitted free of charge, but be aware that you are expected to complete the
whole journey within 6 hots of starting it, in order for your ticket to remain valid.
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Electronic timetables and ticket purchasing are availablenow.trenitalia.comin English if you want
to book journeys before you leave the UK and pay with your credit card. Thisralso a great
internet café in Diecimdsee page Ywhere you can do the same.

Please Note: If you want to book a ticket via the interng&tenitalia have introduced an excellent
Electronic Ticketing systerwhich will now let you print out a valid ticket for use on the train.
However, this is not yet available for logalgionald6trains Also, bnd forget to carry your passport
as proof ofidentity!

There is no such thing in ltaly as@heap day returd The return fare isthe sum ofthe two single
fares and each single fare depends on actual distance of the route taken and the type oydrairse

There are supplements for travellirmyp certain fast trains oisomelines. This applies to all Inter City
8C9 Inter City PlusdCplug) EurdsStar & services and some other®o. Beware of penalties for
travelling on more expensive trainghenyou change your schedulki addition,you will also need to
reserve seats on most fast traibhgfore you will be allowed taravel on them.

Fortunately though, all the services from DiecikRescaglia to Lucca and Pisa and from Lucca to
Florence and Viareggio use lawst regionaldRotrains. Faredor these journeys are therefore based
solelyon distance and shopefullyyou should@ makeanymistakes!

There is no ticket office at Diecim&escaglia so you are supposed * s .

go into Diecimo and seek out the little flower shop/tobacconist and by e s
your tickets there. ‘;::L ‘ : .

To make life easier, we have ppairchased a humber g&gionalopen :’ . g Y
tickets and left them in the information folder at Casa Marginetta f == \
you so that you can make your first journey without any fuss. The |c_ &2
is that you should buy reatements at one of the main statiodse.qg. :
Lucca, Pisa, Florence ets. at the flower shop in DiecimoPlease do@
forget!

For Pisa, you need a 50km ticket.

It is permitted to stamp multiple tickets at the same time and carry them together to make up the
required number of kilometres (or more) for a single journey. However, please remember to use and
stamp fesh ticket(s) for your return journey separately.

Standard single from DiecirFidescaglia to Bagni di Lucca &donly a1.10
Standard single from Dieciri@escaglia to Pisa SR for the leaning tower  @&donly 03.50
Standard single from Diecirfi@escaglia to Pisa Central &Bonly 03.50
Standard single from DiecirF®escaglia to Pisa Airport &donly 03.50
Standard singledm Diecimo-Pescaglia to Florence &donly 06. 10
Standard single from DiecirFi®escaglia to Venice via Prato &3-6CO 025.00
Standard single from Diecirf®escaglia to Venice via Florence RGED 038.40
Standard single from Diecirridescaglia to Rome viésR Central &R&6Cplud G31. 00
Standard single from Diecirfi®escaglia to Rome via Florence RGED 042.20
Standard single from Diecirfi®escaglia to Genoa direct scenic route via Aul@only 09.90
Standard single from DiecirFidescaglia to Genoa vigs® Central &donly 014.70
Standard single from Diecirfi@escaglia to Genoa via Viareggio &REECplud G15. 90
Standard single from Diecirfi@escaglia to Genoa via Pisa Central &REECplud G18. 50
Standard single from Diecirfi®descaglia to Genoa via Pisa Gaht RGED 020.60
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Sports

Swimming in Bagni di Lucca Distance: 19.3km - 24 minutes

Bagni di Lucca Villa has a large cpe@nswimming pool (open JiBept,
10am- 7pm) with a smaller shallow toddler pool and a diving pool wi
1 metre and 4 metre diving boards. All of these are fed with water fro
a thermal spring and are surrounded by deckchairs and sun umbrg
use of which is included in the admission charge, and sun loungerd
which an additional charge applies.

Admi ssion is 07 weuro for13y@a15|)|.IAs’.; 7._ chil dr e
usual in Italy the use of swimming hats is compulsory. These are :

sale, along with a selection of swimming costuraesgception.

Note that as there are no large lockers in the chamggrooms it is not
considered unusual if you take your clothes and other valuables to
poolside.

Serious swimmes should avoid peak periods during the summer as the outdoor pool tends to get
busy. The whole pool areeanalsoget somewhatrowded on sinny afternoons, making it difficult to
find a placeo sit, so it® often advisable to arrive either before 11:30am or after 4pm.

There is a pleasant bar area above the pool with plenty of outdoor seating. A wide range of drinks
and fresh snacks are ahadile.

During the winter months the indoor pool and a smaller teaching pool are open. The larger indoor
pool is generally split into lanes and although often some of these are often in use for swimming or
fitness classes the pool usually has some pravigiogeneral swimming.

Centro Termale Bagni di Lucca =282 & P ( 058387221
Plazza S Martino 11, 55021 Bagni di Lucca, Lucca Distance: 19.3km 9 about 25 mins
terme@termebagnidiluccait www.termebagnidiluccait

|\W8¥ ™ As an alternative you may
| care to try the warm and
inviting indoor thermal pool
at Centro Termale Bagni di
Lucca.

The springs aBagni di Lucca
are rich in  calcium
bicartonate sulphate with
naturalcurativepowers.

Thermal Pool Rat®

A Weekdays: 010

A Werek:e 012

A 50% discount for children under the age of 10.
AFree entrance for children under the age of 4.

A 10 session pass: O 80
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Cecina Acqua Village Water Park ( 0586622539

Via Tevere, 25, 57023 Cecina Mare (LI) Distance: 110km - 1 hour 31 minutes
info@acquavillage.it www.acquavillage.it
Cecina
() Cassa, Uttel ivieenara / Counter, Ofhoes, Sugery
(3) Pagw / Bazar
(3) Pacty Vaage

Spoghaled, Avmadul Tedeties, Docos ¢ Dressing
Reoma. Locker, Takets, Shawery

{
(88) ¥y imbant (Moo 2007)

(W) Natcrarte, Seif Sernce, B

(@) Sam Gich / Arusenenm wtate

() Sadita Umano / Muman tatke seccor
() vasca idmmansaggs / Funces ialand
(®) Toletins, Docca ¢ Todety, Stowes

B8 Faces Onoe / Wawe Bwimenseg Posl
B1) Methzzaton / Vepertzers

25 P W Ara

Entrance: Children under 3 are free, Childrel31 013, Adults 0G18. Parking

Open 8am ~ 6pm every day throughout the summer from June.
This fabulous water park is choc full of exciting slides, chutes, and a wave swimming pool to boot!

There are trampolines, beach volleyball, surfing, amusement arGadg, soccefand even a human
dable footballgame! A picnic area, bars and restaurants too cater for every need.

Located just south of Livorno, the park is little more than an hour andiifnrom Casa Marginetta.

Tennis Courts in Bagni di Luc¢a0583805342
Tennis Club Mirafiume, Via Roma, 55022 Bagni di Lucca, Lucca. Distance: 19.3km - 24 minutes

Court costs: 010.50 during the afternoon and

Open 9am ~ Midnight every day.
Thistennis club is situated in Via Roma just outside Baghiid¢a Villa. It has four courts

Playground in Bagni di Lucca

a13.

There is a small park in central Bagni di Lucca, Via Casalini, with swings. a climbing frame and slide,

trees to hide behind, local children to play with and plenty of seating for adults.

Cycling

You can hire a bike easily and cheaply in Lucca and have a lot of fun cycling around the city walls. Why

not try a tandem?
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Winter Sports at Abetone& Cimone Distance: 55.4km 59 Minutes

From December to April, Abetone and Cimone are great places to ski or snowbaadlif you are a
complete beginner theAbetoneis unbeatable

Ask any seamed skier about thefunéthey had endlessly sidestepping up the slope during the first
day or so of ski school! Not so at Abetone! There the nursery slope has a rolling carpet travellator
a bit like the moving walkways you find at airports. This alnefirtlessly helps you to get started
and to have more of the excitement of skiing down, without the hassle, effort and frustration of trying
to climb up.

Then, in most resorts, as soon as you can do a basiowplougldyou are taken to thellreaded dag
liftd This type of lift comes in three unpalatable flavouasbare rope that you have to hold on to (the
worst), a @-bardon which you have to perch precarioustysometimes siddy-side with another
person (scary) or d@uttondwhich goes betweenour legs (still horrible, but probably the least bad of
the three).

With all of them, you have to quickly grab hold as it whizzes by without dropping your poles and
brace yourself for the shock when moments later you are suddérgkedup the slope. Ifou are
lucky and dofi lose your balance straight away, then you then have to struggle to keep your skis
together and going in a straight line all the way to the top.

Finally, you have to get off the lift and throw it away from you at exactly the mgbment, quickly
move out of the way of the next person following right behind you, avoid sliding back down the slope
- and, of course, still keep your balandedr snowboarders & even worse- you have to do the
whole thing on one leg!!

Ask any skier o snowboarder what they think of drag lifts and thiwll saydyuk!6. Everybody hates
them and tries to avoid them whenever possibleven me!Despite this, as | said before, in most
resorts these are the lifts that beginners have to use. Why? Prolizdguse theje cheap. | cafh
think of any other reason!

So what happens when you take absolute beginners and force them to use the most difficult type of
ski lift there is? Firstly, a lot of people fall off! Does this help your confidence? No! I®iNoin

Scondly, a long queue develofsvery time a beginner falls, the lift has to stop and the poor
unfortunate has to struggle to get out of the way before it can start again. ThHismsich fun either!
Freezing to death waiting in line for twihirds of your skiing time is frustrating and not the best way
to learn. Seeing person after person falling can also make you nervous! Thei® thkvays the
possibility too that someone may lose control on the slope and knock you off the lift!
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It& a fact- more people give up skiing because of bad experiences with drag lifts than for any other
reason!

However, at Abetone, instead of drag lifts, tléey invested in not just one but two chairlifts for
beginners! With friendly staff to help people on and offgimners get to ski a whole lot more and
queue a whole lot les€ach time you ski down you getdauzz You have fun! You gain confidence!
You get better! Then, you can rest your legs as the chairdithisk€you back to the top. No falling
down. No lit stopping. No long queues. N@ut-of-controldbeginners skiing into you, because §eu
flying high above them!

What this means in reality is that the need to learn the skills of sidestepping and using drag lifts may
safely be postponed until you havenapletely mastered all of the basics. This is a fantastic advantage
and | cannot stress the benefits enough! It can make all the difference between hating the sport and
loving it!

Most people are a little afraid at first@tprobably a good thing! Ac@&dts are very rare, but mostly
they happen to the oveconfident and reckles€ven so, keeping the fear factander control is very
important!

If youve ever been a learner driver y@uunderstand that supposedigxperiencedroad users
pushing, crowihg or zipping around you can be intimidating. This is similar to what happens to
beginners at most ski resort&t Abetone though, they have cleverly placed the main nursery slope
@cross the road

Although it is extremely easy to get to, from a skiipgint of view it is in effect entirely separate

from the rest of the resort.This means that you are not going to become a hurd#ittledor &lalom
poledfor dnore advancedlskiers who are trying to keep up momentum to reach the Ifio-one is

going tobecome annoyed if you get in their way because, unless they are beginners, they simply will
not be onourdslope at all!

Although Abetone offers excellent ski schools, for absolute beginné&saitrecognised fact that
there® no quicker, better or sfer way to learn the basics than with a private tut@f course you
can do this in most resorts, but the big difference at Abetone is affordabilitg. tutors at Abetone
by and large charge very reasonable rates for anything from an individual to aysonall They will
offer times to suit your convenience, and you can pay for as much or as little time as you need!

Daily and afternoon passes at Abetone are some of the cheapest anywhere in the world and, for
those days when ydie only going to be on thenursery slope, thee cheaper stilll On weekdays,
even an adult afternoon nursery slope pass costs less than £8. Ski or board all day for less than £12!

Compare this with the cost of going to XSCAPE in Milton Keynes, Leeds or Glasgow where just one
hour of recreational skiing on snow a fraction of the size of Abetdneursery slope and using the
@readed drag lif@will set you back between £16 and £21!

See for yourselhere: www.xscape.co.uk/

When youie ready to go @p the mountaifat Abetone, the system dkonedpasses let you discover
the exhilarationof skiing and snowboarding at a price you can easily afferagress from slope to
slope trying out each zone at your leisure until finally you are rdadyhe &betone Multipass- the
best value all area access pass exeltlts can go everywhere all day from just £18 or for five days
from £70.Children up to 10 can go everywhere all day from just £17 or for five days from £60.

See for yourselhere: www.SkiTuscany.com/pdf/multipass20078.pdf

Staying at Casa Marginetta offers you, the independent traveller, the option to pick and choose when
and for how long you wish to use the facilitieéude not stuck in the resort and yofie not obliged
to ski every day if you fancy doing something different or if the weather turns bad. Affordable daily
passedet you skip a day if you fancy a rest or dblike the look of the weather without wastng any
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money.Why not take time out at the weekend when Abetone is at its busiest to visit Lucca, Pisa or
Florence instead and chill out?

Comparing prices with other resortaround the worldyoudl find that you can enjoy so much more
for so much less afAbetone. For example, do you really want to pay 5 Euros or more for a small
bottle of water in a French resort liké.es Trois Valédsvhen you can pay a Euro or less in Abetone?

With five mountains, four resortzone$ and eleven brand new lifts instl in recent years, at
Abetone you wort get bored. Added to this there are some lovely mountain bars in picturesque
locations serving yummy ltalian food and drink at prices you can easily afford even for the whole
family!

Even compared to the supposedibhea@dnew Eastern European resorts which are becoming popular
like Kranskja Gora in Slovenia, Abetone has many more lifts, mountains and slopes tasshjgler

in altitude with better chances of good snohas superior provision for beginners as ddésed above

and costs les®o. Amazing]

Private tuitiond absolutely the best and fastest way to ledris very reasonably priced and there are
Engliskspeaking instructors available. Beginners are strongly advised to bfevk @etyou-started
lesons upon arrival in the resort. It is not safe for you or others to try to ski without any prior
instruction!

Buy some basic winter sports gear before you go. As a minimum you should take a waterproof jacket,
waterproof trousers or salopettes, and thermahderwear. We find Matalan, Additions and Asda
offer some good stuff at reasonable prices, or why not look on eBay? As with all resorts, designer
gear in fancy shops costs an arm and a leg!

Reasonably priced ski and snowboard hire is avaitedileere ae plenty of rental shops in the resort.

We have negotiated some fantastic rates with Scuola Sci Monte Gomito for equipment hire which
make it virtually pointless bringing your own skis. If you have them though, we recommend bringing
your own boots.

If you want to bring your own equipment, we provide a$fon, but please bring your own wax and
edging tools. We also have a ski bindings DIN chart for setting up release tensions, but this is not
meant to be a substitute for asking a professional to do #is; rental shop will service and/or set up

skis and snowboards for you for a modest charge.

We also provide two locking magnetic gkicks free of charge. These are fantastic! They fit onto the
roof of your rental car without any fuss and mean that upfiee of you could comfortably hire a
cheap, Group B car (e.g. Ford Fiesta) and safely carry the skis and/or snowboards on the roof.

Between them the two racks will carry five pairs of skis or four snowboards or combinations in
between. We have had fivadults in a Ford Fiestandfive pairs of ski®n the roof without too much
discomfort!!

You must check the tyre size on your rental car and verify whether or not we have a set of chains to
fit. If we do, then they are free of charge for you to use.

One year we made the mistake this year of assuming that every Ford Fiesta has the same size tyres
and got caught out! We broke a set of chains because they were too small! If wiehdore the right

size at Casa Marginetta then you will have to buy some. Lfmvkd&atene di Nevé The car
accessories shofPiemme Autoricambi SN@n the main road from Diecimo to Borgo a Mozzano is

very convenient and they are remarkably friendly and helpful. We bought the snow chains and
magnetic racks there.

During winter morths, carrying snow chains is a legal requirement and police sometatogsand
searcldvehicles to check that you are carrying théheven if conditions suggest that you dbneed
them d because the weather can change quicki§! dt sensible precautioanyway and although we
have rarely had to fit them, when required they definitely do ensure your safety!
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Places tovisit

®evil® Bridg® Distance: 14.6km 18 minutes

@onte della Maddalenad - &Madelein& Bridgéwhich is better known asiPonte del Diavolod &
®evil® Bridg&is located near Borgo a Mozzano in Lucca province. This ancient bridge over the
Serchio river remains freelypen to the public.

Devilg bridge is a beautiful example of a classic med@wakey bac&bridge with a peculiarity that
makes it truly unique: Five asymmetric arches with a central one that reaches a height that defies
architectonic ingenuity!

The kridge was commissioned around 1100 by the then powerful and influential Countess Matilde di
Canossa (1048115).

However, the current aspect is due to the reconstruction carried out around 1300 by Castruccio
Castracani (1281.328), sire of Lucca in theagly 14th century.

The legend of the bridge

Once upon a time a respected master builder lived in a village on the banks of the Serchio River. The
inhabitants of the village approached him, asking him to build a bridge to connect their village with the
one across the river.

He immediately set to work, but he soon saw that the work was not progressing as quickly@s he
promised his fellow citizens it would and, being a man of his word and one who always fulfilled his
obligations, he became very unhagmgd desperate.

He continued to put great effort into the work day and night so as to finish the task within the time
allowed for in the contract, but the work continued to proceed very slowly while the days flew by.

One evening while the builder wasdtsig alone on the banks of the Serchio looking at the work and
thinking of the shame and discredit he would suffer for not having completed it in time, the devil
appeared to him in the form of a respectable businessman. He went straight up to the keildey

him that he&l be able to finish the bridge in a single night.

The man didi believe what the devil was saying, but listened anyway, and in the end accepted his
proposal. Naturally the devil wanted something in return: the builder was to undertakgive him

the soul of the first person that crossed the bridge when it was completed.

The builder accepted and the following day the village had its beautiful bridge that can still be seen
today in Borgo a Mozzano.

The people were stunned and unabte believe what had been accomplished, and went to
congratulate the craftsman who ordered them not to cross the bridge before sunset.
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In the meantime, the builder got on his horse, a little worried if the truth be told, and set off for Lucca
to ask theBishop for advice. At that time the Bishop was Saint Frediano.

The Bishop listened to the build@&rstory and then told him that sadly since he had freely made a
bargain with the devil and sinned in the eyes of God, there was no choice but to allowethktal
take the soul of the first person to cross the bridge.

The builder was shocked at this, but offered to sacrifice himself to eternal damnation for the salvation
of others.

Recognising the goodness in the man standing before him, the Bishopffeesd the builder a pig
and instructed him to let it cross the bridge first, before any man, woman or child.

This was done and the devil, furious at having been tricked, threw himself into the waters of the
Serchio, and has not been seen in the areaesin

Pisa Distance: 41.8km 57 minutes

See the leaning tower before it falls down! Now-opened and with
the scaffolding removed at last, it makes an interesting climb, and
panoramic view from the top is wonderful!

avoids any queuing and gives you a chance to tryetkeellent café
opposite whilst you are waiting for your turn!

If you want to climb to the topmost part, we suggest that you resist the urge to be too pélifeyou
let too many people go ahead of you or wait for others to descend then you may find gibuesused
access by the guide dsne has run oud This happened to us!

Beware: The climb is not safe for young childi@minless yofve got eyes in the back of your head
then they could easily go where thiy not supposed to and might even fall dfibr adults and older
children though, & perfectly safe.

Note: Dond miss the beautiful Duomo (cathedral), next door to the tower.

Lucca Distance: 22.3km 30 minutes

Our nearest city. Lucca is a wonderfully cosmopolitan place with SOW -F-—-

spectacular boutiques! Delicious freshigked foccacia bread is a treaj
and there are plenty of restaurants, cafés and bars to tempt you! L
is not on a hill but the medievadlVallsdthat surround it remain intact 888
and are a fabulous sight to see

Now they are used for the dailgpassegiatawhen people go for an}
afternoan walk around the city. Why not hire a bike or tandem an@
cycle around?!

Dond miss the oval shapegbiazza anfiteati@and thedorre guingindwith ancient oak trees growing
out of the roof. A strange sight! You can climb to the top and get a spetdawiew of the city and
some good photos!

Florence Distance: 100km 1 hour 30 minutes

If it your first visit to the city dof miss the Duomo (cathedral), the Ponte Vecchio and perhaps visit
the Uffizi Gallery if the queue iértoo long! If you plan ahead, you candphone in advance and book
tickets that will avoid the need to queue. There is a booking fee but it alliimed accesdwvhich you
decide and we believe there is also a discount for children. The telephone number to book is 055 29
48 83.

© 2008 www.CasaMarginetta.com Page2l


http://www.casamarginetta.com/
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=convalle&daddr=pisa+leaning+tower&sll=43.96943,10.48496&sspn=0.109833,0.241528&ie=UTF8&z=11
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=convalle&daddr=lucca&sll=43.83644,10.45345&sspn=0.440311,0.96611&ie=UTF8&ll=43.89793,10.466535&spn=0.21993,0.483055&z=12
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=10773821807223290082,43.896740,10.536480&saddr=convalle&daddr=florence&sll=43.83644,10.45345&sspn=0.42595,0.96611&ie=UTF8&ll=43.860772,10.844193&spn=0.85156,1.93222&z=10

You can also tiok a guided tour of Vasdsi corridor, a secret passage between the Uffizi and Palazzo
Pitti that runs along the Ponte Vecchio. Built so that the Medici family@ididive to mingle with the
people in the street going between their palaces. Please beeativat this is only open for 4 months

of the year and there is limited admittance. The telephone number to book is 055 26 54 321.

You may also wish to visit one of their many Villas outside Florence at Caét&liita la Petraia, has
terraced gardens and glass covered courtyard with % Zentury frescoes.

If you are tired of the usual tourist stops try the Salvatore Ferragamo Shoe Museum above their store
in Via Tornabuoni, which has shoes and lasts of Hollywoaodost famous feet and the story of
Ferragamo.

There are also several other designer shops in this area.

If you are looking for a larger store look for Rinascente (in Piazza della Republica) or Coin (between
the Duomo and Piazza Signoria). Piazza Signoria is where a replica of the Davidtstatiseguard

over the entrance to Palazzo Vecchio. If you have seen thednRoom with a View youdl no

doubt remember this Piazza.

The view over the city and Ponte Vecchio from Piazza Michelangelo is also worth seeing. Perhaps a
visit at sunset wouldbe a lovely way to finish off a trip to the city.

Bars with loads of style are:

On the corner of Piazza Sgnoria

Piazza della Republica (up from the Duomo)

If the prices sitting down stretch your wallet just stand at the bar like thealecMost bars have
nibbles out around cocktail time, just before dinner so around 6pm onwards.

A couple of restaurants:

San Lorenzo market, opposite the church.

Lunchtime eating place. Great food, great prices, busy so get therefeatlynch. There are also lots
of small affordable restaurants in the piazza behind San Lorenzo markétbGalq just turn up.

Via deMacci, Sant@Ambrogio Closed Sundays & Mondays from 25th duly to 4th September

This B an extrenely highclass restaurant so is at the other end of the scale. This is reflected in the
prices. But if you are looking for an extra special meal at lunch or dinner, this internationally
renowned restaurant mighfit the bill. Booking advisabldf youfie working to a budget try their
oTrattoriad next door d similar menu at lower prices.

Distance: 20.9km 26 minutes

One of the oldest and most famous towns in the province of Lucca, Bagni di Lucca is easily reached
off the S12, just past Deil Bridge. This onegrand spa town has always belemown for its curing
waters, appreciated even in Roman times.

Bagni di Lucca was frequented for centuries by noblemen and famous people and became known as
the land of princes and poets. It became extremely fashionable during the 19th century when it

became the meeting place for such distinguished people as the poets Byron, Shelley, Browning, Lever,
Giusti, Monti, Carducci, Pascoli, Montale, writers such as Dumas, musicians such as Strauss, Listz,
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Paganini, Puccini, Mascagni and politicians, sainfmpnd. Heine described it @m true and proper
sylvan paradise. | have never found a valley more enchanting, even the mountains are nobly formed
and not bizarre and Gothic like those in Germaby.

The English came to know Bagni di Lucca as@wdtzerlad of Tuscanyand its prestige at that time

led to the construction of an Anglican church, an important suspension bridge, the Ponte delle Catene
,a neaclassical temple and the Villa Demidoff, the casino, where roulette was invented in 1837, the
oCircolo dei Forestiem, the foreigners club, now an upmarket rivifont restaurant and numerous
important villas immersed in greenery.

Also characteristic are the feudal and medieval structures of the mountain villages, rich in history,
traditions, legends,ral some with Romanesque parish churches, such as Vico Pancellorum and Pieve
di Controne.

Today Bagni di Lucca is a charming town, straddling the river Lima, with all amenities such as bars,
restaurants, banks, post office, many shops, a market on Weldyesand Saturdays, supermarkets,
chemist, public swimming pools and tennis club. It has a population of about 7000 and is situated 152
metres above sea level. The landscape surrounding the town is verdant and woody and the inhabitants
are reknowned for tleir relaxed and friendly attitude.

Designed and built in oak and chains by the Lucchese architect Lorenzo Nottolini in 1842, the Ponte
delle Catene (bridge of chains) was possibly Eusofiest ever suspension bridge. The bridge is ha
recently undergone a complete refurbishment thanks to funding from the World Monumentsd-and
worldwide programme for the preservation of cultural heritage.

While a studeh Giacomo Puccincame to Bagni di Lucca to play in a dance bandhat Teatro
Accademico and at the Sala Ducci. He was paid between 10 and 15 lire for the evening, and often
arrived early to dine at a frier@l house, not being able to afford to eat out. Years later he returned
several times to Bagni for a summer holidag/dal every wetlto-do Luccan of his generation.

He also used to stop here on his way to Abetone, where he owned a house. In 1909 he stayed at the
Grand Hotel delle Terme and there composed the second actkaf Fanciulla del Wedtin 1920 he
spent seveal weeks at the Hotel Vittoria and had his decisive meeting with Adami and Simoni that
launchedd urandot

The elegant casino in Bagni di Lucca is famous for inventing roulette in 1837. It was closed in 1953 but
has recently been restoredotits former glory and attempts are being made to regain its licence,
which was transferred to Venice

The spas in Bagni di Lucca were already important during Ligurian, Lombard, Roman and Etruscan
times. By the 12th century the spa wae famous that Countess Matilda of Tuscany made it more
accessible by improving the surrounding roads and constructing the@Byitige at nearby Borgo a
Mozzano. During the 15th century the reputation of the spas was high enough to raise Bagni di Lucca
to the same level as the spas at Karlsbad, Spa, Baden and Vichy throughout Europe. Today the
nineteen hot springs still flow from the slopes of the Corsena hill and the therapeutic value of the
waters remains incontestable. The waters reach temperatuggsau54 degrees centigrade and all

sorts of treatments are available to cure respiratory problems, traumatic injuries, gynaecological and
fertility problems, nervous conditions, and problems of the arteries and rheumatism. Some of the
baths are good for th skin and others for general health and wsding. There are also three thermal
swimming pools for public use.
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Grottadel Vento, 55020 Vergemoli, Lucca. Distance: 30.1km - 34 minutes
e-mail: info@arottadelvento.com www.grottadelvento.com

Situated in the centre of the Apuan AfpNatural Park, this is one of the most complete European
caves, presnting an extraordinary variety of phenomena, the most unusual of which is a natural
breeze which blows through the cave due to the presence of a second (unused) entrance. The speed
and direction of the breeze is dependent on the temperature gradient betwbe two entrances and

yet inside the cave the temperature is a pleasant 10.7°C (53°F) all year round.

Following illuminated and eagging trails, expert speleological guides will show you the many
wonders of the underground world: from shining stdites and stalagmites to polychrome flowstone,
alabaster draperies, crystatimmed lakes, underground wateourses and bizarre forms of erosion.

There are three itineraries: thefirstd (one hour) proceeds horizontally and is characterized
throughout by splendid calcareous formations; tlecond(two hours), which also includes the first,
visits a small underground river and its charmingly vast environment;dkiirel® (three hours)
consents a complete visit of the cave and easily follows severaigtigriertical tracts.

The Wind Cave is open to the public every day of the year (excluding Christmas Day). From April 1st
to November 1st and on Sundays and public holidays of the remaining period, the times are as
follows:

1st itinerary (one hour): 1011, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18
2nd itinerary (two hours): 11, 15, 16, 17
3rd itinerary (three hours, complete tour): 10, 14

On weekdays between November 2nd and March 31st only the 1st itindsaiy operation. Tours
start at the following times: 10, 112, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18.

Bar facilities can be found next to the ticket office, as well as a large selection of minerals, fossils etc.

ViaS Gennaro, 3, 51014 Collodi, Pescia (PT) Distance: 33.8km - 43 minutes
WwWWw.pinocchio.it

The village of Collodi has also developed into a recognised tourist destination, not least because
of the @ark of Pinocchid

Collodi is located near Pescia from whigbarlo Lorenzini, the author oféThe Adventures of
Pinocchid, took his @pen naned Incidentally, his book has the greatest number of copies in print
second only to the Bible and the Koran!

The Park of Pinocchio could not have been created anywhere other than in Collodi, where the
picturesque medieval village has maintained its cestold appearance almost intact, with its maze

of old houses clinging to the hillside in a cascade that stretches down to the majestic Villa Garzoni and
its beautiful eighteenthentury landscaped Garden. It was here that Carolo Loredzimiother was

born, and that the writer spent many a childhood day at his grandpajehts Orzalis.

The captivating imaginative power 6fhe Adventures of Pinocchiodraws its strength from this
magical setting, which casts its spell far and wide and has made thisirsto a masterpiece
transcending all bounds of time and space. Collodi is at one and the same time an apparition from the
land of fable and a concrete work of man, in which history is brought to life through our imagination.

Established over a span diitty years, between 1956 and 198@he Park of Pinocchiis not a

traditional amusement park. Rather, it is a creation of fantasy, a collective work by renowned artists
which weaves a dreamlike web around those who stroll along its paths, inspirinigitiorss the
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impression of experiencing a living story amid enjoyment of the unspoilt pearls of nature blended with
the harmonious beauty of art.

The Park, together with other important cultural activities, is one of the achievements odGhaeo
Collodié National Foundation, an educational institution that is registered as gnafit organization.

The centuriesold hill village or castle of Collodi, whose existence is attested as from the end of the
Xllth. century, probably originated in much the sammanner as innumerable other medieval hill
villages and castles . Military considerations were no doubt the main factor that drove the population
living in the valley (where there are traces of a small more ancient settlement known as Debbia) to
set up a fatified settlement on the hill that towered above, known as Odo or Od@ldPeak, a
toponym of clearly Germanic derivation.

Yet although situated in an excellent strategic position, Collodi had the ill fortune to be located on
the boundary between landselbnging to the rulers of Lucca antose of Florerce, a dilemma that
resulted in its being contested between the two powers for over a century, from 1329 to 1441.

After suffering numerous sieges repeated sacks, Collodi became a fortified outpost ofplbliR of
Lucca, with an economy based on oliy®wing and the utilization of water from the Pescia Minore
(or Pescia di Collodi) stream to drive water wheels, olive presses, silk and paper mills.

One of the most striking features is the structure ofetpicturesque old hill village, which today as in
days of yore is explorable only on foot. It is a veritable cascade of little stone houses clinging to a
steep hillside. High at the top rises the ancient Rocca or Castle Keep, matched at the bottom by the
majestic Villa Garzoni.

As one wanders through the maze of narrow paved streets, lined by houses with intact medieval
facades and doorways, the road winds its way upwards, past the remains of the medieval fortifications,
until it finally reaches the Chuncof San Bartolomeo (Xllith. century) at the top of the hill. The
interior contains a number of valuable works of art.

A sixteenthcentury painting depictinghe Virgin Enthroned attributed by some art historians to the
School of Raphael, a wooden sdule of the oVirgin with Child dating from the fifteenth century, a
terracotta plaque from the same period depicting Santa Lucia (School of Matteo Civitali), and a
fifteenth century wooden sculpture by San Bartolomeo (School of Jacopo dela Quercia).

Distance: 161kn® 2 hours 9 minutes

Hilltop town. Lots d good value restaurants especially the small family run ones. Have a look round
and take your pick. Do miss the Duomo (cathedral) and the library inside, which has wonderful
medieval manuscripts! One of the few places you can see them. It alsolbesly baptistery round

the back. Check dates for the Palio horse race in the main square usually held twice during the
summer (July & August). If you go, expect to find enormous crowds. If you can handle being jostled
entrance to the centre of the piaa is free (standing room only). Otherwise there is seating around
the edge of the track by ticket only. You could always watch it on TV! Worth a visit, the atmosphere
is electric. The bareback horserace is taken very seriously by the loc@isndt just a tourist
attraction.

Distance: 148knd 1 hour 53 minutes

Lovely walled village. Just before Siena on the Florei8ienadsuperstradé Has a medieval festival
each summer.

Distance: 172km 1 hour 57 minutes

By car or train. The centre of town is pedestrianised so §lobave to park a little way oubf the
centre. It has a lovely old town centre at the top of the hill with a pretty piazza, which has a fountain
in the corner.
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If youdie looking for something to eat or drink try théntica Fiaschetteria wine bar. Go up Corso
Italia in the centre ofdwn and half way up turn left into Via @edi, the wine bar is on your right.
Lovely rustic interior, good nibbles or more substantial food if @otather have a meal. Relaxed
atmosphere. You can just go in for a glass of wine and read the newspammer like - in Italian of
course!

Or have a coffee in style in eitheCaffe dei Costanti (used in the Roberto Beningni Fildhife is
Beautiful) in Piazza San Francesco @doiss the newly restored frescoes by Piero della Francesca in
the church opposi), or further up Corso Italia on the right i€arratura a bar/pasticceria. There
are also one or two restaurants off the side streets on the way up the Corso.

If you just want a quick snack try the pizza in the small4mkeay in Piazza S. Michele oe tight, half
way up Corso lItalia.

Distance: 207km 2 hours 22 minutes

Famous for its wines. There are lots of wineries to visit in the heart of the town. Or just buy a
bottle from a small local supermarket. Park in the car park on the right oncéigailp near the
entrance to the town.

Walk up through the gate and wind up the steep road to the main piazza at the top of the town.
There are nice bars on the way as well as underground passageways to visit (at one of the shops at
the beginningsotterraned)). If you fancy having a cadfevith a bit of class dahmiss the original
Liberty style café calledPoliziand half way up the hill. The town has loveguntrysideviews.

Distance: 213km 2 hours 23 minutes
Lovely hilltop town. Worth a visit perhaps on the same day as Perugia/Lake Trasimeno.

Distance: 219km 2 hours 27 minutes

One of the few lakes in Centrdtaly. Ferries go between various islands from different points around
the lake. Castiglione del Lago is pretty or you can just picnic by the lake if you like, or get a snack or
pizza in one of the pizzerias or bars on the lakeside.

Distance: 247km 2 hours 46 minutes
Lots happening as the city has auensity for foreigners. Do miss the underground city. Opposite
end from the Duomo. Take the road down the hill, shortly afterwards on your right is a large
entrance. Ther& a gallery and the underground city.

Distance: 203km 2 hours 50 minutes

Hilltop town famous for its great wines. Ehe is a fortress at the top of the town where you can
taste the many different types of Brunello and Rosso di Montalcino together with plates of ham and
cheese. They also have a shop if you want to take one home or visit one of the family vineyards along
the road up to the town. The town has beautiful views across the valleys below. There are several
small restaurants around the town some have lovely views over the valley.
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Walking Itineraries
Within the Pedogna Valley

Walking around the village of Corliais a pleasure in itself, going along ancient cobbled paths, under
stone arches and peering into various nooks and crannies! In addition, the short walk up to the
church is not too taxing and offers some wonderful views!

Convalle lies within the munjmality of Pescaglia, which was first mentioned in a rietitury
document. As early as the fourteenth century, it already had its own podesta and took part in the
procession of Santa Croce di Lucca with a flowered candle.

The village of Pescaglia retaimany traces of its mediaeval past; particularly noteworthy are the
parish church, the town haléthe Madonna della Solgaalso calledMadonna of the Pebhbea very
ancient fresco venerated in a little oratory north of the village.

In addition to Conwalle, the present municipality of Pescaglia includes some typical villages full of
interesting Romanesque churches and towers: Fondagno (the village whose church is the centrepiece
of the view from Casa Marginetta), Gello (with a beautiful Romanesqueybatfd an ancient
baptismal basin font), Monsagrati (with an important Romanesque chuch), Castel di Roggio and, above
all, Loppeglia, where you can admire the beaudiiiila Malpigfi

Somewhat beyond sensible walking distance but well worth drivingSs & Guerri-ero
and then exploring on foot are Vetriano with theGuinness Book of
Record® acclaimeddSmallest Theatre in the Wortdland the fabulous
oll Guerriero6 restaurant and Colognora, embellished by sixteent
century palaces and an interestidghestnut tree musemé.

Another favourite walk of former guests is up and over to Fia
Walking beneath the trees in dappled shade is a treat, as are the VE : y
of Convalle and the countryside all around. “"";.'_;;;';.',;‘;,;:;"'*j—fﬂ

A short walk down the Pedogna valley will take you to Celle, thiavea
village of Giacomo Pucoifamily, which now contains, inside the
musicia® house a small, though interesting, museum with relics,
genealogical trees, photographs, letters and scores. In the bedroom,
you will also see the little dress in which #ie members of the Puccini
family used to be baptised. The museum also includes a library and
archives accessible only to researchers. Such is P@a@putation that

no matter where you are, most Italians you meet will know of Pescaglia because of him.

Celle has a beautiful restaurant. The Puccini Restaurant offers ty
dishes prepared with products linked to the culture and life of the lan

Wide and sunny dining rooms immersed in a pleasant and comfort:
atmosphere are the ideal place to tasteoking made with love and
passion. This restaurant offers a unique and inimitable experience,,

open at randomwww.puccinirestaurant.it
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